
ANNUAL REPORT 
for Faculty Members 

April 1, 2015 – March 31, 2016 

1. NAME:    Juliet O'Brien 

2. DEPARTMENT/SCHOOL:   French, Hispanic & Italian Studies / Arts 

4. PRESENT RANK:   12-month lecturer  SINCE: 2012 

7. LEAVES OF ABSENCE DURING REPORTING PERIOD  

  

8. TEACHING DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

(b) Courses Taught 

 Directed Studies Taught 

(c) Graduate Students Supervised or Co-Supervised 

University, Company or Organization 
at which Leave was taken

Type of Leave Dates

none 

Course 
Number

Scheduled  
Hours

Class 
Size

FREN102-201 3/week 32

FREN102-205 3/week 31

FREN123-202 3/week 24

FREN101-921 6/week 31

FREN101-102 3/week 34

FREN101-107 3/week 33

FREN215-002 W term 1 3/week 15

FREN215-002 W term 2 3/week 15

FREN102-202 3/week 36

Course 
Number

Scheduled  
Hours

Class 
Size

none

Student Name Program Type Completed 
(Y/N)

Supervisory Role 
(supervisor, co-supervisor)

specify whether UBC student or 
non-UBC student

none
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 Graduate Supervision Committees 

  
 Other Supervisions 

(d) Continuing Education Activities 

 not applicable 

(e) Visiting Lecturer (indicate university/organization and dates) 

 n/a 

 (f) Educational Leadership  
  

1. COURSE CO-ORDINATION 

FREN 101: 27 sections (winter 2015, 13 sections; summer 2015, 1 section; winter 2016, 13 sections)  
FREN 102: 18 sections (winter 2015, 9 sections; summer 2015, 1 section; winter 2016, 8 sections) 

• managing / working with a team of 16-20 people per year 
• including training new graduate student TAs on the job 
• co-running language laboratory with Joël Chauvin & 4-5 monitors (undergraduate TAs) per year; training monitors together 
    FREN101 lab = 16 sections in term 1 + 2 sections in term 2  
    FREN102 lab = 12 sections in term 2 

FREN 215: 2 sections each term 

• managing / working with French lectrice 

Course administration and communications: 

• the centralisation of all course information, materials, and links to further resources: see  
http://blogs.ubc.ca/fren101  
http://blogs.ubc.ca/fren102  

• email correspondence with students in all sections (several hundred people all told): emails to all students about 
regular course business like tests and exams and so on (they are mostly first-years and not yet fully adult, so they 
need more of this than other students), the provision of information, advising on placement in the right level of 
French, liaising with Academic Advising and Access & Diversity, general support and guidance.  

• Email load: at its heaviest, 100 between midnight and noon the next day. 

Training graduate student teaching assistants: 

FREN 101 or 102 is usually the first course that TAs teach, and circumstances mean that they are obliged to learn on the job, 
so part of my coordinatorial work is training TAs. This is in addition to associated work on the TA training committee.  

Student Name Program Type Completed 
(Y/N)

specify whether UBC student or non-UBC student

none

not applicable

Name Program Type Completed 
(Y/N)

specify whether UBC 
student or non-UBC student

comments

none / n/a
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Such work includes: 

• extra office hours for TAs, to discuss teaching 
• meetings through the year and being available for further meetings, usually quite casual, as and when needed just to 

talk, bond, gripe, kvetch, and so on; I do quite a lot of support for TAs 
• producing materials for TAs: so that they, at least, can be helped to keep their average working weeks to 18 hours 

per course. Big courses I coordinate are organised in such a way as to offer strict structure and little preparation for 
those who prefer it, and flexibility for those who prefer that and have the experience and ability to handle it. This 
means that I produce syllabi, detailed schedules, and ideas for activities and quizzes; and I write tests and provide 
answer keys. This also goes into general revision materials for all students.  

2. CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT & INNOVATION 

FREN 101 & 102: progressive course & curriculum redesign from 2013 onwards; moving towards replacing the textbook 
with our own in-house materials by September 2017. These will be free to students; some will also be freely openly  
available online, as is appropriate for a public university, as part of public outreach (community, local, regional, 
provincial, national, and international). 

• development of associated new course materials 
• including guides on *how* to learn a language, suggestions for extra work, revision guides, and more at: http://

blogs.ubc.ca/fren101 and http://blogs.ubc.ca/fren102 
• the addition of an online exercise component, and a new oral/aural lab programme, adapted to include more audio-

visual comprehension 
• integrating features from the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, insofar as that fits with 

having double the class sizes and half the hours per week of face to face human contact; this means less 
pronunciation  

• experimental use of different forms of class activity: some may count innovations, derived from improvisational 
theatre exercises and forms. To be honest, I haven't checked on how original any of this is; I was more interested in 
actually teaching and seeing how students worked with a given new thing, rather than finding out if I could 
Authoritatively Put My Name On It 

• innovations in individual compositions and other projects 

MDVL301 (work started in January 2016, course in September 2016): completely new course, with open access materials 
online: http://blogs.ubc.ca/mdvl301  

FREN215: reorganization of the course, production of new materials, new kinds of activity; some very old---including 13th-
century university debating à la Paris and Oxford---some new and experimental, such as interactive creative games. 
Part of a TLEF project in 2015-16. Online (access requires having a UBC CWL): http://blogs.ubc.ca/fren215  

3. TEACHING & LEARNING INITIATIVES 

Continuation, with Robert Miller (principal), Maria Carbonetti, and Joël Chauvin, of a TLEF project, “Blended Learning: 
Redesigning First- and Second-Year Language Courses in French and Spanish.” In its second year now; planned for 
three years; some introduction is at: http://metametamedieval.com/2015/04/18/next-posts-april-august-2015-and-a-
shiny-new-research-project  

Collaborating with Bryan Gick group in Linguistics on the eNunciate project, on phonetics & pronunciation; consulting work 
in 2015-16. Some of their materials have already been used in FREN 101 & 102 (in the sections I have been 
teaching myself) and FREN 215 (introduction to phonetics in week 1 of the course), and available as supplementary 
resources to all students through the freely-accessible FREN 101 & 102 websites. http://enunciate.arts.ubc.ca/  

Faculty Affiliate with the Language Sciences Initiative (just started Spring 2016), university-wide, currently across seven 
faculties and multiple departments. http://www.languagesciences.ubc.ca  

Participant in the Language Teaching Gathering (started January 2016): a collective bringing together coordinators of 
language (& culture & literature) courses in French, Hispanic & Italian Studies; in Central, Eastern, and Northern 
European Studies; and in Asian Studies.  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4. INNOVATIONS IN USE OF LEARNING TECHNOLOGY 

[Unchanged since previous year]  

I've been using digital / electronic technologies as a standard part of a whole set of teaching tolls and techniques since 2001, 
and usually integrate them---as normal tools---with other normal tools. Like whiteboards, speech, skits, and so on. 
The main challenge, a creative/innovative one, is how to manage in classrooms with ever-reducing interactive board 
provision for live action interactive teaching. The kind that has students coming to class because they don't know---
and neither do you---exactly what is going to happen. This is often regarded as "exciting," rather like any other live 
performance with audience participation, except here the Fourth Wall is played with and rendered bendy. And often 
removed... 

FREN 101 & 102:  

• The adoption of online exercises; 
• the regeneration of the language lab to include video and online components, more live interaction with lab 

monitors, and active/interactive comprehension (blending old and new technologies); 
• the use of Story Cubes for creative writing exercises and quizzes, and variations on classic Surrealist and Oulipo 

creative games; 
• the practical application of work on the history of education and pedagogy in the Middle Ages, including work in 

literary studies on teaching Latin (up to Erasmus’s Adages) and, especially, 13th-century Occitan “grammars”—
composition, rhetoric, and poetics treatises—amongst the first in Europe on learning a non-Classical foreign 
language (of approximately “live” status at the time).  

(g) Other  

First- and second-year French advising (with Michael O'Hagan), training and work with Academic Advising around the 
university and with Access & Diversity. Over the years, work with the latter has included integrating adaptations for 
students into the set of teaching tools and techniques (ex. fonts, colours, images), changes to policies about the use 
of technology in the classroom (ex. students are not only permitted but encouraged to take & share photos of 
whiteboards, and make audio recordings of class with fellow students' consent as appropriate), and alternative 
assignments and testing formats. 

Participation in the CTLT Community of Practice on TA training 

Training and work with CTLT and Asian Studies in Formative Peer Evaluation of Teaching 
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9. SCHOLARLY AND PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

(b) Research, teaching, and learning, or equivalent grants awarded during the reporting period 

(c) Research or equivalent contracts awarded during the reporting period 

 (d) Invited Presentations 

Not applicable: in the reading, research, and thinking stages of work 

(e) Other Presentations 

N/a 

(f) Other 

N/a 

(g) Conference participation (organizer, keynote speaker, etc.) 

43rd UBC Medieval Workshop (October 2015): session chair 

Œcologies: Engaging the world, from here (October 2015): session chair 

Department of French, Hispanic & Italian Studies International Graduate Student Conference (October 2015): session chair 

10. SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY DURING REPORTING PERIOD (include offices held and dates) 

UBC Medieval Studies (continuing) 

Medieval Manuscripts Committee (with Siân Echard, Gernot Wieland, and Richard Pollard) advising the UBC RBSC 
librarian Katherine Kalsbeek on purchases at auction (December 2015) 

Participation in the CTLT Community of Practice on TA training (continuing) 

Training with CTLT on Formative Peer Evaluation of Teaching + reviewer for the Department of Asian Studies Peer Review 
of Teaching Program (September 2015 onwards) 

Sexual Assault Discourse & Dialogue group: a faculty grassroots group, graduate student survivors, and in conjunction with 
UBC Equity & Inclusion: advising on reforming policies and procedures (December 2015 onwards) 

  
 SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT DURING REPORTING PERIOD (include offices held and dates) 

First- and second-year French advising, with Michael O'Hagan (from September 2015) 

Course co-ordination:  
 FREN 101 & 102 
 FREN 215  

Granting 
 Agency and type of grant

$ Total  
(per year)

Years Principal Investigator Co-Investigator(s)

UBC TLEF $25,903 2015-16 Robert Miller Maria Carbonetti & Joël Chauvin

(continued) $19,025 2016-17 Robert Miller Maria Carbonetti & Joël Chauvin

Granting 
 Agency

$ Total 
(per year)

Years Principal Investigator Co-
Investigator(s)

none / n/a
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Committees: 
 Early Romance Studies Research Cluster, including website and publicity: http://earlyromance.com  
 T.A. Training & Mentoring 
               Language lab 

+ the Friday Co-ordination Meetings Group: rounding up course co-ordinators and colleagues teaching FREN 101 & 102 to 
talk about what we do as course co-ordinators, from which colleagues may have had some therapeutic light relief in talking to 
each other: a socially and individually good thing 
  

11. SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY DURING REPORTING PERIOD (include offices held and dates) 

(a) Memberships on scholarly societies 

ADEFFI (Association des études françaises et francophones en Irlande): ordinary member 
APFUCC (Association des Professeur.e.s de français des Universités et Collèges canadiens): ordinary member  
Canadian Society of Medievalists: ordinary member 
Chartered Institute of Linguists (UK): Member (this is a formal status by admission) 
Digital Medievalist: ordinary member 
Forum for Medieval and Renaissance Studies in Ireland: member, co-founder, web administratrix 
International Courtly Literature Society: ordinary member 
Medieval Academy of America: ordinary member 
Medieval Association of the Pacific: ordinary member  
Modern Language Association: ordinary member 
Société Guilhem IX (= one of the two main international scholarly societies for Occitan studies): ordinary member 

(b) Membership on other societies, including offices held and dates  

(b) Memberships on other societies 

BABEL Working Group: non-hierarchical scholarly collective, principally medievalists, working to develop new cross-
disciplinary alliances in order to formulate and practise new critical humanisms 

Otherwise n/a as unrelated to scholarly activities 

(c) Memberships on scholarly committees 

Modern Language Association: MLA Forum Executive Committee LLC Occitan (elected January 2016, term of office up to 
January 2021) 

(d) Memberships on other committees 

UBClean grassroots cross-community group 

(e) Editorships (indicate journal) 
(f) Reviewer (indicate journal, agency) 
(g) External examiner (indicate universities) 
(h) Consultant (indicate organization) 

(i) Other service to the community 

Outreach: radio & TV interviews about grassroots faculty responses to sexual assault and governance issues, attempting to 
provide a balanced view (i.e. fair emphasis on what is GOOD here at UBC, of which there is much!): Radio-Canada, 
CiTR, CTV, Global News. 

12. AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 
  

Award Title Awarding organization and date $ Total  
(if applicable)

N/a
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Publication Record  

1. REFEREED PUBLICATIONS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

REFEREED IN PRESS (includes advance online publications not yet in print) 

(a) Monographs / Books 
(b) Journal Articles 
(c) Chapters  
(d) Conference Proceedings 
(e) Edited Books / Journal Issues 
(f) Other 

REFEREED IN PRINT / PUBLISHED  

(a) Monographs / Books 
(b) Journal Articles 
(c) Chapters  
(d) Conference Proceedings 
(e) Edited Books / Journal Issues 

(f) Other 

1. "On voting no confidence in the Board of Governors" (March 2016): by invitation at Commentaria, a UBC faculty group 
blog: https://commentariablog.wordpress.com/2016/03/14/why-im-voting-no-confidence-in-the-ubc-board-of-governors/ ; 
first published at https://metametamedieval.com/2016/03/13/im-voting-no-confidence-in-the-ubc-board-of-governors-
heres-why-1/ 

2.  "BoG no confidence motion" (March 2016, co-written with Jonathan Ichikawa): https://commentariablog.wordpress.com/
2016/03/23/bog-no-confidence-motion/ 

2. NON-REFEREED PUBLICATIONS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

NON-REFEREED IN PRESS 

(a) Monographs / Books 
(b) Journal Articles 
(c) Chapters  
(d) Conference Proceedings 
(e) Book Reviews 
(f) Edited Books / Journal Issues 
(g) Other 

NON-REFEREED IN PRINT / PUBLISHED  

(a) Monographs / Books 
(b) Journal Articles 
(c) Chapters  
(d) Conference Proceedings 
(e) Book Reviews 
(f) Edited Books / Journal Issues 

(g) Other 

Experimentation with the literary forms of essay, commentary, and other varieties of critical creative non-fiction. Blogged as 
free, open-access, online publication; some of the following may be submitted in alternative forms to free open online 
journals at a later date: online longer-form writing mainly (for public / UBC purposes) at http://metametamedieval.com; some 
in shorter-form commentary on Twitter as @obrienatrix: https://www.twitter.com/obrienatrix. Sample long-form writing from 
the reporting period: 
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1. "Feminine ingenuity in some Occitan hagiography: Faith, Enimia, Margaret" (May 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/
2015/05/15/the-old-talks-series-chat-up-lines-the-expression-of-feminine-ingenuity-in-some-occitan-hagiography-faith-
enimia-margaret/  

2. "Richard the Lionheart and the poetics of imprisonment: on Jai nuls hons pris ne dirait sa raizon" (May 2015) https://
metametamedieval.com/2015/05/21/the-old-talks-series-richard-the-lionheart-and-the-poetics-of-imprisonment/  

3. "Medievalising beginners' modern French" (June 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/06/11/medievalising-
beginners-modern-french-a-sample-lesson-un-plan/  

4. "Flamenca unbound" (August 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/08/07/flamenca-unbound/  
5. "Littérature = imagination" (September 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/09/19/litterature-imagination/  
6. "Medievalising 'The Fall' and power-pointing" (September 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/09/24/

medievalising-the-fall-and-power-pointing/  
7. "Magpies (1): Eugene Onegin, intelligent birds, and language teaching" (September 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/

2015/09/28/magpies-1-on-eugene-onegin-birds-of-an-intelligent-variety-how-one-might-distinguish-these-birds-from-
other-birds-and-from-one-another-and-why-one-might-wish-to-do-so-and-language-teaching/  

8. "On writing and cross-overs" (October 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/10/18/on-writing-and-cross-overs/  
9. "On plagiarism" (October 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/10/22/on-plagiarism/  
10."On blogging and hospitality" (November 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/11/12/on-blogging-and-hospitality/  
11."Hospitality, remembrance, and being human(ist)" (November 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/11/14/

hospitality-remembrance-and-being-humanist/  
12."Being human, lights, rainbows, and dreams" (November 2015) https://metametamedieval.com/2015/11/15/being-

humanist-lights-rainbows-dreams/  
13."Love-lyric: music and musical life, preservation and continuation, survival" (November 2015) https://

metametamedieval.com/2015/11/28/love-lyric-music-preservation-continuation-survival/  
14."Harcèlement sexuel sur le campus de UBC et la lettre ouverte des profs : entretiens avec Radio-Canada - notes" (January 

2016) https://metametamedieval.com/2016/01/08/radio-canada-interview-notes/  
15."Sexual assaults at UBC and the faculty open letter: notes from Radio-Canada interviews" (January 2016) https://

metametamedieval.com/2016/01/08/radio-canada-interviews-notes-english-version/  
16."Work in progress on the Maria de Ventadorn & Gui d'Uisel partimen, and #femfog" (January 2016) https://

metametamedieval.com/2016/01/18/next-up-work-in-progress/  
17."UBC Sexual Assault Awareness Month Virtual Teach-In (1)" (January 2016) https://metametamedieval.com/2016/01/25/

ubcsaam-2016-01-25-virtual-teach-in-1/  
18."UBCSAAM Virtual Teach-In (2): Resources / teaching materials and an immodest proposal for an anti-rape educational 

tool-kit" (January 2016) https://metametamedieval.com/2016/01/25/ubcsaam-2016-01-25-teach-in-2/  
19."Medievalising modern French language teaching" (January 2016) https://metametamedieval.com/2016/01/27/

medievalising-modern-french-language-teaching-suicide-awareness-day/  
20."On good government" (February 2016) https://metametamedieval.com/2016/02/28/on-good-government/  
21."On voting no confidence in the Board of Governors" (March 2016): https://metametamedieval.com/2016/03/13/im-

voting-no-confidence-in-the-ubc-board-of-governors-heres-why-1/ and cross-posted by invitation at Commentaria, a 
faculty group blog: https://commentariablog.wordpress.com/2016/03/14/why-im-voting-no-confidence-in-the-ubc-board-
of-governors/  

22."#HugAMedievalist" (March 2016) https://metametamedieval.com/2016/03/31/hugamedievalist/  

6. ARTISTIC WORKS, PERFORMANCES, DESIGNS DURING REPORTING PERIOD 

N/a 
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